Do-Not-Resuscitate Order

You may also ask your health-care professional about a do-not-resuscitate order (DNR order).
A DNR order is a medical treatment order stating that cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) will
not be attempted if your heart and/or breathing stops. The law authorizing the development of
the form specifies that an individual (or his or her authorized legal representative) may execute
the IDPH Uniform DNR Advance Directive directing that resuscitation efforts shall not be
attempted. Therefore, DNR order completed on the IDPH Uniform DNR Advance Directive
contains an advance directive made by an individual (or legal representative), and also contains a
physician’s order that requires a physician’s signature.

Before a DNR order may be entered into your medical record, either you or another person (your
legal guardian, health care power of attorney or surrogate decision maker) must consent to the
DNR order. This consent must be witnessed by two people who are 18 years or older. If a DNR
order is entered into your medical record, appropriate medical treatment other than CPR will be
give to you. This webpage provides a copy of the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH)
uniform Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) Advance Directive that may be used by you and your
physician. This webpage also provides a link to guidance for individuals, health-care
professionals and health-care providers concerning the IDPH Uniform DNR Advance Directive.



