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WHEREAS, each year the Lupus Society of Illinois designates May as Lupus Awareness Month to show
support for the Illinois residents living with Lupus and the thousands more who care for them; and,

WHEREAS, Systemic Lupus Erythematosus (Lupus) happens when the immune system attacks its own
tissues, causing inflammation and, in some cases, permanent tissue damage, and,

WHEREAS, Lupus causes the body’s defense system to attack healthy cells and tissues, instead of viruses
and bacteria, damaging many parts of the body including the joints, skin, kidneys, heart, lungs, blood vessels
and brain; and,

WHEREAS, anyone can get Lupus, though women are more likely than men to contract the disease, and is
more common among Black, Indian, and Asian populations; and,

WHEREAS, Men, Black, Chinese, and Hispanic populations are also more likely to have serious organ
system involvement as a result of Lupus; and,

WHEREAS, the most common symptoms of lupus are pain or swelling in the joints, muscle pain, fever with
no known cause, red rashes, most often on the face, chest pain when breathing, hair loss, pale or purple
fingers or toes, sensitivity to the sun, swelling in the legs or around the eyes, mouth sores swollen glands,

and fatigue;

THEREFORE, I, JB Pritzker, Governor of the State of Illinois do hereby proclaim May 2021 as Lupus
Awareness Month in Illinois, and urge all Illinoisans to educate themselves on the symptoms and impact
of lupus, and to support programs of research, education, and community service for those with this disease.
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